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The Effects of Locally Produced Food on 
Environmental Sustainability 
Contrary to popular belief, 
eating locally produced food is 
not more environmentally 
sustainable than eating 
conventionally produced food.
● Very little evidence supports the idea 
that locally produced foods have lower 
greenhouse gas emissions than 
conventionally produced foods1
Figure 1. The majority of emissions of common 
agricultural products occur during production. This 
amount will stay the same whether the product is 
produced locally or somewhere else.4
● Both efficiency and productivity tend to 
be less on local farms, meaning they 
have a higher ratio of emitted 
greenhouse gases to produced goods2
● The amount of greenhouse gases 
emitted during production of food 
outweighs the amount emitted during 
transportation2
●  The amount of greenhouse gases in the 
atmosphere puts stress on plants, which 
will consequently lead to a decreased 
vegetation yield. A smaller yield means 
that there is less energy available for 
organisms that belong to higher food 
web or trophic levels3
Eating locally may impose economic and social 
sustainability, however; the same cannot be 
concluded about environmental sustainability. 
This information applies to various locations 
worldwide.
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